CHURCH LIBRARY IS OPEN FRIDAYS, 12-2 pm
READING SUGGESTIONS FROM YOUR CHURCH LIBRARY, no. 137
Contact Sheryl Simpson at 250-656-6777 or email simpsonsaws@gmail.com
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Do I Stay Christian ? A Guide for the Doubters, the Disappointed, and the Disillusioned,
Brian D. McLaren, 2022

“Do I Stay Christian? addresses in public the powerful question that surprising numbers of
people—including pastors, priests, and other religious leaders—are asking in private. Picking up
where Faith After Doubt leaves off, Do I Stay Christian? is not McLaren's attempt to persuade
Christians to dig in their heels or run for the exit. Instead, he combines his own experience with
that of thousands of people who have confided in him over the years to help readers make a
responsible, honest, ethical decision about their religious identity.” — amazon.ca

Generative Aging : Let Go and Begin Anew : A Congregational Study Resource For Older
Adults, Reverend Don Robertson, 2023

“In this much-anticipated publication, Don has written a resource that invites older adults to

experience aging as a liminal, creative, spiritual, and generative time.” -- pacificmountain.ca

God’s Monsters : Vengeful Spirits, Deadly Angels, Hybrid Creatures, and Divine Hitmen
of the Bible, Esther J. Hamori, 2023

“Killer angels, plague demons, manipulative spirits, creatures with an alarming number of wings
(and eyes all over)--these shapeshifters and realm-crossers act with stunning brutality, each
reflecting a facet of God's own monstrosity. Confronting God's monsters--and the God-monster--
may be uncomfortable, but the Bible is richer for their presence. It's not only richer; the stories of
the monsters of the Bible can be as fun, surprising, and interesting as any mythology. For anyone
interested in monsters, myths, folklore, demons, and more, God's Monsters is an entertaining
deep dive into the creaturely strangeness of the Bible.” — goodreads.com
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Mostly What God Does : Reflections on Seeking and Finding His Love Everywhere,
Savannah Guthrie, 2024
“Mostly what God does is love you. If you ever struggle with your connection to God (or
whether you even feel connected to a faith at all!), you're not alone. Especially in our modern
world, with its relentless, never-ending news cycle, we can all grapple with such questions. Do
we do that alone, with despair and resignation? Or do we make sense of it with God, and with
hope? In these uncertain times, could believing in the power of divine love make the most
sense?” — goodreads.com
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The Salmon People, Hugh W. McKervill, 2015
“The Salmon People is a masterful history of Canada's west coast. From the first people's tales of
salmon to BC's first cannery, to overfishing and the environmental concerns that still exist today,
this comprehensive early history is a must-read for anyone interested in how BC's fishing
industry reached where it is today. Told from the strong and witty voice of Hugh Wilford
McKervill, who once fished alongside the First Nations peoples of Bella Bella, The Salmon
People is both an historically accurate account of the fishing industry and a salty buoyant
memoir.” — amazon.ca

The Wall Between : What Jews and Palestinians Don’t Want to Know About Each Other,
by Raja G. Khouri & Jeffrey J. Wilkinson, 2023

“A ground-breaking book that offers concrete ways for Jews and Palestinians to speak (and
listen) differently to each other. The Wall Between is a book about the wall that exists between
Jewish and Palestinian communities in the Diaspora. Distrust, enmity, and hate are common
currencies. They manifest at university campuses, schools and school boards, at political events,
on social media, and in academic circles. For Jews, Israel must exist; for Palestinians, the historic
injustice being committed since 1948 must be reversed. Neither wants to know why the Other
cannot budge on these issues. The wall is up.” — goodreads.com
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What If This Is Heaven? : How Our Cultural Myths Prevent Us from Experiencing Heaven
on Earth, Anita Moorjani, 2016
“If life is about the journey and not the destination, could it be that this is heaven - this physical
life we are living here on Earth? What we experience in our daily lives often feels like anything
but heaven.”—Google Books
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The Power of Hope : The One Essential of Life and Love, Maurice Lamm, 1995
“Lamm's uplifting message is simple: Don't give up. Fight back. Because hope is so nebulous,
however, he ends each chapter with lists and rules summarizing his advice. In order to pinpoint
the illusive nature of hope, he concludes the book with a ‘Ten-point plan that can turn hope into
reality,’' a formula he pledges ‘will lead you to where you want to go’.”—publishersweekly.com
RECENT DONATIONS:

ESSin

The Goddess in the Gospels : Reclaiming the Sacred Feminine, Margaret Starbird, 1998
“In an era that has reclaimed many aspects of the feminine, Margaret Starbird’s The Woman with
the Alabaster Jar stands out as a courageous exploration of the scorned feminine in the Western
religious tradition. But espousing the marriage between Jesus and Mary Magdalene created a
personal crisis for this Catholic scholar. In The Goddess in the Gospels the author tells how she
was guided in her ever-deepening study of the New Testament and the gematria--number coding
of the Greek alphabet--by an incredible series of synchronicities that mirror the inner and outer
worlds and which reveal the Sacred Marriage of male and female--the hieros gamous--leading to
her own personal redemption.” — goodreads.com
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Who Was Jesus? N.T. Wright, 1992
“Did the historical person Jesus really regard himself as the Son of God? And what are we to
make of the early Christian conviction that Jesus physically rose from the dead?” — goodreads



